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A JOURNAL OF A CAMPAIGN FROM PHILADELPHIA 
TO PAULUS HOOK. 

BY ALGERNON ROBERTS, OF LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP, 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, PA. 

From the Sparks MSS. in Harvard College Library. 

August the 16th 1776 the company of associators, com- 
manded by Captain John Young in company with Captain 
Holstein went on board of a shallop Commanded by one 
Stroud, and Navigated by him and a man that he cal'd Ned 
the shallop being one that was used to carry Bran in, which 
made it extremely disagreeable as will appear in the sequel 
about three oclock in the afternoon we all got on board 
being about seventy men including Officers the tide being 
almost spent and wind contrary we concluded to lay on 
board that night in order to set off the next tide which 
would suit the following morning about two oclock to keep 
the men all on board (who like Lots wife reluctantly look't 
back) we hove out in the stream but not having an anchor 
of sufficient weight to ride at we ware obliged to warp her 
to the warfe at about six fathoms of Cable in this condition 
we lay for some time the tide ebing and the wind blowing 
6trong down stream we by some unforeseen accident loosed 
our warp and drifted down to Market Street warf many 
times in danger of getting foul of other shallops that lay at 
anchor in the stream in striving to get to the warfe our man 
Ned fell over bord which was attended with no other conse- 
quence than a sound ducking that brought him to his reason 
which he seemed to have lost by being under the immediate 
influance of Bacchus who now in council with Neptune 
seem'd to be plotting our ruin for no soonner had we hawl'd 
into the warfe than the sky was or'e Cast with clouds which 
seem'd to fore-bode a severe gust and friten'd the most of 
the men on shore tho some of us chose to abide the conse- 
quence which proved no other than a heavy shower of rain 
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which was succeeded by a sereane morning the tide now flow- 
ing I went on shore to collect the men which having almost 
accomplished we hove off and stood up to Warders warfe 
whare we came to hi order to wait for the oflicers and the 
rest of the men's coming on board which caused us to delay- 
that tide to the no small mortification of the commander of 
the shallop whose impatience now drew the men all on board 
the tide now suiting we again hove off tho with a con- 
trary wind which caused us to keep constantly tacking from 
the one shore to the other a very slow way of sailing that 
made us tired of our voyage tho the day was exceedingly 
fine and to elevate our misfortunes theare came a boat load 
of watermelons along side which we soon bought up upon 
which we regail'd ourselves in this manner we continued 
our voyage till the tide was beginning to ebb we now having 
got a little above the mouth of Pemepeck dropt anchor and 
some of us went on shore to refresh ourselves whare we saw 
a man that was drownded and taken up by the neighbors 
one of whom was gone for the corowner we waiting till he 
came back it then being about midnight we went on board 
whare we lay till about daylight when thare arose a squale 
of wind that caused us to drag anchor and drove us almost 
on shore but luckily for us the wind abating our anchor 
brought us to whare we lay till the tide suited when we 
weighed and stood up tho with a contrary wind which 
obliged us to keep tacking as heretofore the tide beginning 
to ebb we agaiu dropt anchor and the most of the men and 
oflicers went on shore being now hartily tired of our shallop 
which stank so of the bran that used to be carriyed in its 
hole that we chose rather to walk than to lay thare waiting 
for the tide we left a gaurd over our baggage who ware to 
come with the shallop up to Bristol whare we ware to wait 
for them upon landing we ware much chagrind finding that 
we had six miles to travel before we reached Bristol and 
fasting for some time our rations being almost expanded not 
taking more than one days provisions on board being in- 
formed that we should get to Trenton in one tide tho to our 
disapointment we found it would take three tides under 
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these mortifying scircumstances we traveled to Neshameny 
ferry where we refreshed ourselves and proceeded for Bristol 
a small town in Bux County at this time crowded with asso- 
siators going to the Jerseys which made the fare but very 
indifferent and that likewise exorbitant after staying here 
about two hours the shallop coming up many of us went on 
board again tho some chose rather to travel to Trenton on 
foot than to take another voyage on board the shallop which 
was now grown nautious to that degree that we chose to 
stay on the bare deck that night being within three miles of 
Trenton Landing whare we arived the next morning about 
seven oclock to our unspeakable joy being heartily tired of 
our voyage after unloading our baggage we got a waggon to 
carry it to Amboy drew rations which we took to a chnrch 
yard at the upper end of Trenton whare we coock't them it 
being the first time that we had an opportunity of regularly 
trying our hands at that buisness and tho not performed in 
the best order it was an agreeable repast a good stomack sup- 
plying the place of sauce after dining all that kept Journals 
got Journallising on a tomb stone erected to the memory of 
Joseph "Worrel and inscribe with the following incription 
Viz 
This stone is erected not from pomp or Pagentry but from true affection 

For other thoughts employ'd the Widdow'd Wife 
The best of Husbands lov'd in private life 

Bids her with tears to raise this humble stone 
Which holds his ashes and expects her own 

after contemplating on this and many other Tomb stones we 
set off for Princetown being twelve miles from Trenton 
nothing meterial hapning on the road and the weather very 
fine with a delightfull country made our journey grow much 
more agreeable than heretofore after traveling in this agree- 
able manner for about three hours we arived at Prince Town 
a small village Town the very butifully situated on a very 
high and seemingly healthy piece of ground commanding an 
extencive prospect of a beautifull and fertil well inhabited 
contry which no doubt was the occation of erecting here that 
famous Collate which is a beautifull stone edifice being about 
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two hundred feet front and about fifty feet deep making a 
very beautifull appearance from the post road being divided 
from it by a large and elegant yard, in this butifull place we 
lodg'd this night the next morning we set off for Brunswick 
which is fifteen miles from Prince town the day being ex- 
tremely hot and the road rather hilly it took us the greatest 
part of that day in travling that stage nothing meterial hap 
ning this day except the exorbitansey of the inkeepers who 
had grown insolent to that degree that we could scarce re- 
fresh ourselves without taking more of the soldier upon us 
than we then had learn'd to sit gracefully under tho to 
aleveate our misfortunes under these disagreeable circum- 
stances we found the inhabitants in general very kinde and 
Hospitable supplying us in as plentious a manner as their 
circumstances would admit of about four oclock in the after- 
noon we ariv'd at Brunswick a small town disagreeably situ- 
ated upon the W side of the Earinton and surrounded by 
the adjesent hills in such a manner that it lies undiscoverd 
till one has almost entered the streets which in wet weather 
are almost impasable not being paved and the water collect- 
ing in them from the houses and adjesent hills as we expe- 
rienced thare being this night a severe Thunder gust attended 
with a very heavy shower of rain which raised the Earinton 
river in such a manner that it was with great difficulty that 
we crost the next morning the rapidity of the current joind 
to the ignorance of the boat men who seem'd a set of the 
most stupid mortals living drove us a considerable way below 
the landing where with some difficulty we got our waggon 
out under a butifull red shelley pricipice which excibited a 
most romantic appearance there being numbers of butifull 
cascades thrilling down the craggey rocks occationd by the 
shower the preceeding night after getting our waggon upon 
the landing we proceeded to Bonomptown whare we refresh 'd 
ourselves at a moderate rate upon good fare and set off for 
Amboy where we arived about four oclock in the afternoon 
got quarters in a small house occupied by a man his wife and 
four small children which made our quarters some-what dis- 
agreeable as may be judged there being but two small rooms 
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in the house to accomadate 33 of us and the family and 
they gaining a subsistance by keeping a dram shop but we 
had Hobsans choice this or none the town being much 
crowded with soldiers and no tents to be had after unload- 
ing our bagage we drew rations cook't them in our manner 
which was not very elegant tho our appetites ware whet so 
sharp by long fasting that our supper wanted no other sauce 
and being very werey we ware not curious about lodgings 
wraping ourselves up in our blankets we lay on the floor 
which was not very clean and sweet our landlady being one 
of these Philosophers that think all hapiness consists in grati- 
fying our inclinations tho at the expence of many a pair of 
shoes which she lost in the dirt about the floor which did 
not appear to be clean'd since the house was built tho as the 
saying is its an ill wind that blows nobody good this dirt 
being dry made our lodgings soft and dusty tho not very 
cleanly a bad circumstance in soldiering in this dirty mauer 
we lay down in order to repose tho not without some appre- 
hentions of. an attack as the enemy lay right opposite us on 
Staten Island (not being above a mile from amboy being only 
divided by an arm of the sea commonly cald the sound) and 
had erected a battery from which they had fired upon the 
town several times tho with little damage and likewise the 
appearance of two frigates off the lower end of the Island 
seemd to indecate an attack which occation'd general orders 
for intrenching which begun about 11 oclock and was carried 
on with such alecrity that about day bake the intrenchments 
whare in such fouwardnes as to cover us from the enemeys 
batereys the next day we got them almost completed which 
gave us much leasure as our duty was easy we had time to 
rove about the adjesent country and to contemplate upon its 
furlorn state which now exibeted an appearance meloncholley 
beyond description being in a great measure forsaken by its 
inhabitants and there habitations taken up by the militia 
from the Jerseys and the adjacent provinces whome necesitey 
rather than inclination obliged in many places to use the 
fences for fuel to cook their rations with which laid the 
pastures and corn fields open whare by the industrious 



Journal of a Campaign from Philadelphia to Paulus Hook. 461 

labour of their owners whare totaly destroyed and the coun- 
try laid waste which will be the case in the neighbourhood 
of every camp being a natural consequance attending camps 
whare conveniency and ease are oftener consulted than the 
welfare of the neighbourhood this being the case as it always 
will it becomes every lover of his country to use all means 
in his power to keep the seat of war at as great a distance 
from his home as possible and not in the unnatural way of 
many to strive by all means in their power to get them in 
their neighbourhoods under the false hopes of their being 
protectors of Liberty and property and promoters of order 
and morality as they are and ever will be the bane of all 
those blessings and nothing can make them tollerable but 
their being neighbours and countrymen who may be ex- 
pected to use less cruelty and carnage than an opposite army 
who are to satiate their cruel and averitious appetites at the 
expence of the defenceless inhabitants whose property they 
can look upon in no other light than as magazines of their 
opponents and as such will use them I think this is no ex- 
ageration of the necesery and custom of army and could 
wish that no one was so credulous as to believe the contrary 
and would join heart and hand to remove the cause instead 
of wishing for the effects but to return to our journey on the 
evening of the 28th we recieved orders to march to Newark 
and the 29th we set off about day light arived at Elizabeths 
Town about 12 oclock whare we drew rations cook't them 
and eat our dinners the afternoon proving rainy we got 
quarters in the church whare we lay till about 10 oclock 
when we ware alarmed by a report of the enemys landing 
down at the point upon which all our men showd the great- 
est celerity in getting to arms and marching down to the point 
which is near two miles from the town but before we had 
all marched it was discovered to be a false alarm and we re- 
ceived orders to go to our quarters and there to lay on our 
arms that night the nex morning we marched for Newark 
whare we arived about nine oclock A. M. this afternoon 
proving rainey likewise we ware obliged to take up our quar- 
ters here that night tho not very convenient as the town was 
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much crowded with militia tho under these circumstances 
we found this place more agreeable than we expected as the 
inhabitants behaved with the utmost kindness in their power 
the next morning we received orders to march to Bergen 
which was obey'd with much reluctance as we had the most 
unfavourable accounts of that part of the country which in 
many parts we found true for we had not marched many 
miles before we came to a salt marsh that exhibited a fright- 
full appearance and extended as far as the eye could behold 
through which we had to pass on a causeway that obliged us 
to pull off our shoes and stockings and wade through half 
leg deep in mud and water in this way we traveled about 
half a mile when we came to a creek called Peseck over 
which we crost in boats it being near half a mile broad but 
no sooner had we crost but we had to renew our march 
through the mud again for about three quarters of a mile 
when we came to another creek called Hackensack which is 
near a mile a cross tho when we had crost that creek we 
found ourselves still in the marsh for near half a mile which 
confirmed the accounts we had of the country and made us 
long for the hills of Pensylvania about three oclock we got 
to Bergen a small ill[?] built in the county of the same name 
where we experienced many inconveniences that we had as 
yet been strangers to apaongst the rest was swarms of Mus- 
quetoes which pestered us beyond description in this dis- 
agreeable place we lay for 3 days when we received orders to 
march to paulus hook a neck of land lying between the north 
river and the sound and being divided by the former from 
New York after laying here two days many of us got passes 
and went over to New York being led by mere curiosity as 
the most of us were strangers .and without a guid we coud 
give but a poor description of the City more than to say it 
seemd to be devested of almost all that makes a City agreea- 
ble and the streets barrocaded in such a manner that it gave 
it a most dreary appearance after wandring through this for- 
lorn city till evening we went down to the warf in order to 
goe over to pauls hook in which we ware disappointed as 
the boats ware all over on the other shore this being the 
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case we took our lodgings up in the city that night and 
crost the next morning and went up to Bergen whare we 
lay for 3 days and marched to the Hook again lay there 3 
days and marched to Bergen where we lay waiting orders to 
g<? home which we received with in expressable joy on the 
14th day of September nothing very meterial hapning on our 
journey home except forced marches which brought us to 
Philadilphia on the 17th of September about 2 oclock in the 
morning after a campeign of 4 weeks and 5 days in which 
we underwent many toils that can be better immagined than 
expressed. 



